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Healthy kids learn better

Ohio Alliance
All-partner meeting

Thursday, April 9, 2026
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Ohio School-Based Health
Alliance "Ohio Alliance”

The Ohio Alliance is the only nonpartisan, statewide organization created to advance
and support the sustainability and expansion of school-based health care.

Our mission is to improve access to comprehensive, integrated health
services through school-based health care to advance equity and improve
health and education outcomes for students, their families, and
communities.
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Ohio Alliance areas of focus

G Capacity building through state and
;@: regional networks, learning communities,
technical assistance, guidance, and

resources

g Policy transformation to support and
aO8a accelerate opportunities that strengthen
Ohio’s school-based health care
infrastructure

Data tracking and evaluation of school-
based health care initiatives to inform
policy and evaluate impact
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Ohio Alliance team

Reem Aly, JD, MHA, Katherine Bissett, BSN, RN Rachael Schilling, PhD Silaka Lugo, BS
Executive Director Director of Initiatives Senior Program & Research Operations Manager
Manager
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Zoom participation
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Meeting objectives

» Review key policy updates impacting
school-based health care

» Explore chronic absenteeism policies and
resources to support student engagement

» Receive updates on Ohio Alliance priorities
and initiatives

Copyright @ 2026 Ohio School-Based Health Alliance. All rights reserved.



Policy updates
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Rural Health Transformation Program

* Ohio’s allocation includes:
$21.18 million annually to support school-based health centers

$25 million annually to expand the OhioSEE program, includes
expansion of mobile vision services, and addition of dental and

hearing services

» Controlling Board approved for SFY26 and 27

 SBHC RFP not yet released

RFPs released:
Rural Health Workforce Pipeline
Pharmacy Initiative
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Ohio’s RHTP application- SBHCs

» Expanding rural SBHCs (73 counties)

* Definition:
Clinics operate on school grounds, are physically placed in a
manner to provide access for community members while
maintaining safe access for students and are commonly operated
by a Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) or are integrated in
a clinical network or rural health regional center of excellence

SBHCs provide primary prevention and sick care, screenings anad
exams (e.g., vision, hearing, etc.), dental care, behavioral health
services, and can provide telehealth connections with specialty

providers.
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Other key issues

* Protection of 340B for community health centers and safety-
net providers (SB198 & HB276)

* Protecting Medicaid eligibility and benetfits
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SBHC research opportunity

The Ohio Department of Health is collecting information from
SBHCs on their needs and capacity to treat mental or behavioral
health concerns.

* This survey is intended for clinic administrators and Primary Care
Providers (PCPs) staffing the SBHCs.

* Goal of the survey is to highlight the needs and concerns of PCPs
that could be supported by psychiatry consultation and education
provided by the Ohio Pediatric Psychiatry Access Line (OPPAL).

* The survey should take no more than 5-10 minutes and is
anonymous.

Survey link: https://redcap. lmk/sbhcbhneedsassessment
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https://redcap.link/sbhcbhneedsassessment

Census findings preview

(preliminary data findings)




Ohio SBHC landscape

To date, we have collected information on 131 SBHCs

This census update defines SBHCs based on the following criteria:

* Provides at least a minimum set of comprehensive primary care
services (well care, acute care, and immunizations)

* Operates at least 8 hours/week during the academic year

* Located on a K-12 school campus

33 other models of school-based health care partnerships
(portable, mobile, telehealth, brick-and-mortar sites that do not
meet one or more of the SBHC criteria) were also identified.

preliminary data findings {4
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Over the years of the census,
a total of 38 SBHC
operators have been
identified, accounting for
131 currently operating
SBHCs (red markers).

In addition, 33 other models

of health care delivery have
been identified (black

markers).

oo preliminary data findings {5
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Data highlights
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More will be coming soon!

18
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Partner spotlight
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Patrick Hickman, BA, MEd

Associate Administrator, Ohio’s Attendance Advisor

Office of Family Engagement and School Partnerships
Ohio Department of Education and Workforce
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hronic Absenteeism i

PATRICK HICKMAN

Associate Administrator
Ohio’s Attendance Advisor

Office of Family Engagement and School Partnerships

April 2026
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What is Chronic Absence?

Chronic absence is defined as missing 10 percent or more of school
for any reason.

Chronic
P = Absence

Excused Unexcused

absences absences

Attendance

Chronic absence is different from truancy (unexcused absences only)
or average daily attendance (how many students show up to school
- each day).



Absences Add Up!
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The image above illustrates an example of an Ohio student who is chronically absent by missing 17
days of school (based on a 1,100-hour school calendar with 6.5-hour instructional days).



Why Focus on Attendance Data?

Students who were never chronically absent were 3x
more likely to be proficient in ELA.

Students who were never chronically absent were
3.9x more likely to be proficient in Math.




Attendance and Graduation

Ohio high school students who are not chronically
absent have ~12x better odds to graduate on time.

Out of all Ohio students who do not graduate on time,
84% were chronically absent during high school.




Attendance Law Updates

September 30, 2025
» Notification requirements
» Complaint filing

» DEW Guidance

August, 2026
» Board policy

» Absence intervention teams
» Updated FAQ



https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Student-Supports/Attendance-Support/Attendance-Guidance-2025.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Student-Supports/Attendance-Support/Attendance-Guidance-2025.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/Attendance-Support/Ohio-Attendance-Laws-FAQs
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/Attendance-Support/Ohio-Attendance-Laws-FAQs

Reasons Students Are Absent

* Chronic and acute illness

* Family responsibilities or
home situation

* Trauma

* Poor transportation

* Housing and food
insecurity

» Lack of access to needed
services

» System involvement

* Unpredictable schedules
for learning

* Lack of access to
technology

» Community violence

‘Bﬁlp’ Ag——

* Struggling academically
and/or behaviorally

* Unwelcoming school
climate

» Social and peer challenges

* Anxiety

* Unfair disciplinary and
suspension practices

* Undiagnosed disability
and/or disability
accommodations

» Caregivers had negative
educational experiences

* Lack of challenging,
engaging instruction

* Bored

* No meaningful
relationships to adults in
the school (especially
given staff shortages)

* Lack of enrichment
Opportunities

* Lack of academic and
behavioral support

* Failure to earn credits

* Need to work conflicts
with being in high school

* Absences are only a
problem if they are
unexcused

» Missing 2 days per month
doesn’t affect learning

* Lose track and

underestimate TOTAL
absences

* Assume students must
stay home for any
symptom of iliness

 Attendance only matters
in the older grades

* Suspensions don’t count
as absence



Support from
Medical
Community

Attendance
Dashboard

Everyday Health
Appointment
Availability

Supporting
Chronic Illlness




Resources And Support

attendance.ohio.gov



Conversation Guides

Conversation Guide: Talking with Students
about Attendance, Grades 6-8
Using this Guide

Attendance conversations provide a supportive space to explore student perspectives,
identify barriers, and collaboratively develop practical solutions. Schools, districts, or any

trusted adult can use the questions below to guide meetings with students in grades 6-8
about attendance. The facilitator should use open-ended questions, allow time for reflection,
and keep the conversation strengths-based and focused on actionable strategies.

Example: What are your thoughts about how important school is?

Non-example: Did you know you are required by law to go to school?

STUDENT BACKGROUND
* Tell me about your favorite teacher/staff member. What do they do that makes them
your favorite?
¢ Tell me about the school subjects and activities you enjoy most and what you enjoy
about them.
* What skills or talents do you have?
* What are your hobbies?
* How do you typically spend your time when you're not at school?
* What are your goals for 7
o Facilitators can personalize this question by filling in the blank with a topic that is
meaningful/appropriate for the student (e.g., “this school year,” “your future
career,” or “after graduation”).
STUDENT SCHOOL EXPERIENCE
¢ How much do your friends or classmates help you get through the school day or
encourage you to come to school?
s What do the adults at home do to help you get to school every day?
* How do you feel about your teachers?
* Ifyou could change one thing about school, what would it be? How would this make
your time at school better?
* What is one word you would use to describe your feelings about our school?
* What times of the school day or classes feel more difficult for you?
ATTENDANCE CHALLENGES

e When you think about the days you’ve missed school, what is usually going on?


https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/Supporting-Family-Engagement-and-Attendance/Attendance-School-and-District-Supports

Attendance Calendar

Spring (March-April)

O Identify students with moderate chronic absence and conduct relationship-building home visits

oAnalyze attendance trends to identify days with historically high absenteeism (e.g. April when the weather
gets warm)

O Use data to identify students with moderate chronic absence for small group interventions.
O Implement a schoolwide approach to address the “Spring Slump” that affects all staff and students.

o Create school competitions to boost spring attendance (e.g. March Madness
competitions).

O Send letters to families about the importance of returning to school after spring break.
O Ensure family attendance letters are friendly and easy to understand.

Facilitate case management meetings with community partners for students needing more
individualized supports.

End of Year (May-June)

Use chronic absence data as a factor in determining which students could benefit from summer learning
opportunities.

O Develop strategies to engage students and promote attendance in the last weeks of school.
O Organize school competitions to encourage end-of-year attendance.

O Celebrate schools that reach attendance goals.

O Meet with transition grade staff (e.g. Kindergarten, 6th, and 9th grades) to conduct warm hand-offs for
students who are chronically absent.

Work with case managers and community partners to ensure smooth transitions for students moving to
a new school.

Identify students with severe or excessive absences (20-49%) and assign staff to conduct outreach over
the summer.



QUESTIONS?

EDUCATION.OHIO.GOV

Patrick Hickman
Ohio’s Attendance Advisor

Patrick.Hickman@education.ohio.gov

Department of

(BMﬁ,(/O’ Education &

Workforce



mailto:Patrick.Hickman@education.ohio.gov

Ohio Alliance updates
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New resources
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SChOOI-based health Evaluation webinar

As you watch the webinar, following along using the accompanying worl et to test your understanding of the

[
Ce nte r eva I u at I o n ial, think through how to set up an evaluation in your SBHC, and brainstorm 1 o leverage your evaluation
[
School-Based Health Center Evaluation We
Ohio School-Based Heafth Alliance ;

Webinar resources:

Available at:

https://www°OSbha'C°m/ Additional resources
eva I u atl o n -we b I n a r » sl o nie Cliical Erdbmmance Messmes Ol Tnolbi 5hool Bassd Bl
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https://www.osbha.com/evaluation-webinar
https://www.osbha.com/evaluation-webinar
https://www.osbha.com/evaluation-webinar
https://www.osbha.com/evaluation-webinar

— Ohio School-Based Health Alliance —

Annual School-Based
Health Care Conference

Check out
conference highlight
at osbha.com!




Show your support for the Ohio

Alliance by becoming a member today!
As a member of the Ohio School-Based Health Alliance, you join a Lea rn m o re at

statewide effort to strengthen and expand school-based health care. https://www.surveymonkey.com
Membership benefits Membership types /r/OhioAllianceMembership

Advocacy SBHC operator
Member pricing

School health service

National connection .
operator/administrator

Partnership network

NEW: Organizational

Resource awareness
partner

Statewide visibility

Sign up by April 30" to get
a 10% discount for 2026!
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On the horizon
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HEALTH ALLIANCE
- The National Voice for School-Based Health Care
National School-Based
Health Care Conference

American University

S AT, VA | Washington College of Law

REGISTRATION

IS NOW OPEN! Join the Ohio Alliance at the

National School-Based Health

STRONGER Care Conference in June!
TOGETHER

Building Healthy
Futures for

Every Child Early bird registration ends 5/15

bit.ly/SBHC2026
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Next meeting:
Thursday September 10
12-1p
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Poll question
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Meeting objectives

» Review key policy updates impacting
school-based health care

» Explore chronic absenteeism policies and
resources to support student engagement

» Receive updates on Ohio Alliance priorities
and initiatives
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Join the conversation

Be sure to use the hashtags #OhioSBHC26 and
#0OhioSBHCs

@OSBHAlliance @OSBHAlliance company/ohioalliance
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Get connected!

Join the Ohio Alliance’s mailing list to receive
news and updates
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http://eepurl.com/h_D7HX
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