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Ohio School-Based Health Alliance 
“Ohio Alliance”
Serves as the only statewide organization created to advance and support 
the sustainability and expansion of school-based health care 

Build a future in which every student, family, and community has the 
equitable health services, supports and systems they need to 

achieve optimal health and education outcomes

Improve access to comprehensive, integrated health services 
through school-based health care to advance equity and improve 

health and education outcomes for students, their families, and 
communities

Vision

Mission
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Ohio School-Based Health Alliance team

Reem Aly, JD, MHA
Executive Director

Rachael Schilling, PhD
Program Manager

Katherine Bissett, BSN, RN
Director of School-Based 

Health Care Initiatives

Nora Lyons
Operations Manager



Agenda

▪ Welcome & Introductions 

▪ 2024 State of School Discipline Report

▪ Columbus City Schools Office of Whole Child  

Supports 

▪ Ohio Alliance updates

▪ Adjourn
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Objectives

As a result of participating in this meeting, attendees will:

• Be familiar with the landscape of school discipline in Ohio

• Understand the impacts of school discipline on Ohio’s youth

• Be aware of strategies to reduce exclusionary discipline and 
promote student belonging
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Zoom participation
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Dr. John Stanford
State Director, Children’s Defense Fund-Ohio

2024 State of 
School Discipline 
Report
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CDF-Ohio’s 
2024 STATE OF SCHOOL 

DISCIPLINE Report
Ohio School Based Health Alliance Quarterly Meeting

Dr. John D. Stanford
September 5, 2024



Today’s Focus
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• Children’s Defense Fund History

• CDF-Ohio’s School Discipline Background

• March Report’s Findings

• March Report’s Recommendations
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Children’s Defense Fund’s 
History



Founded by Marian Wright 
Edelman in 1973​, CDF grew out of 
the civil rights movement with the 
goal of lifting children out of 
poverty, protecting them from 
abuse and neglect, and ensuring 
their access to targeted and 
appropriate health care, quality 
education, and proper nutrition.

Children’s Defense Fund - Ohio

Founded in 1981, CDF-Ohio is an 
advocacy organization focused on 
child wellbeing issues on behalf of 
children and their families across 
Ohio. We pay particular attention 
to the issues of child poverty, 
health, education, early 
development and just and caring 
communities for children, 
especially for children of color, 
those with disabilities, and those 
fighting for their gender identity 
rights.

Children’s Defense Fund
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CDF-Ohio’s School Discipline 
Background



• The State of School Discipline in Ohio (2021)

• School Resource Officers: Recommendations for 

Maximizing School Safety and Minimizing Risks to Ohio 

Children (2018)

• School Discipline Policies and the Cradle to Prison 

Pipeline (2017)

• Zero Tolerance and Exclusionary School Discipline Policies 

Harm Students and Contribute to the Cradle to Prison 
Pipeline (2012)
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March Report Findings
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March Report Recommendations
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Dr. Elizabeth McNally
Columbus City Schools

Columbus City 
Schools Office of 
Whole Child 
Supports 



Columbus City Schools 
Office of Whole Child 

Supports 
September 2024

Elizabeth McNally, PhD
Interim ED, Whole Child Supports 



Session Agenda
● Overview of Columbus City Schools
● District data 
● Strategies to Address the data
● Early successes and next steps



Columbus City Schools:  At  A Glance



Why: Our students must feel welcomed 
and safe if they are to learn, and our staff 

deserve ongoing support.



Approach to supporting school 
Climate and Culture

1. Attendance Initiative

2. Restorative Practices



Stay in the Game Attendance 
Initiative



Restorative Practices

● Research clearly shows racial 

disparities in discipline rates

● There is evidence of a link between in-

school and out-of-school suspensions 

and low achievement

● Post pandemic, school age students 

have higher rates of anxiety and 

depression than prior to pandemic



Restorative Practices Journey in 
CCS



Restorative Practices Journey in 
CCS

VISION: Within 5 years, CCS will become a trusted district 

of Restorative Leaders and Practitioners through: 

Investing in Restorative Practices

Embracing our Values

Fostering Relationships

to ensure a healthy, inclusive, safe learning environment for 

all 



Restorative Practices Journey in 
CCS



Early Successes and Next Steps

● Increase from just over 100 staff trained in the 2-Day IIRP 
training to over 1400 (under 1% of district to nearly 15%)

● 97% of School Counselors and Social Workers 2-day trained 
and 75% of PEAK IAs have completed the 2 day training

● Over 200 staff are now IIRP Trainers (2 day training plus 3 
day training)

● 68% of Counselors and 35% of School Social Workers 
completed IIRP Train the Trainer program 3 day training

● Phase 1 has been training, phase 2 implementation 
(monitoring and intervening) will begin this year



https://columbusk12oh-my.sharepoint.com/personal/ccroft_columbus_k12_oh_us/_layouts/15/stream.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fccroft%5Fcolumbus%5Fk12%5Foh%5Fus%2FDocuments%2FRestorative%20Practices%20FINAL2%2Emp4&nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJPbmVEcml2ZUZvckJ1c2luZXNzIiwicmVmZXJyYWxBcHBQbGF0Zm9ybSI6IldlYiIsInJlZmVycmFsTW9kZSI6InZpZXciLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJNeUZpbGVzTGlua0RpcmVjdCJ9fQ&nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJPbmVEcml2ZUZvckJ1c2luZXNzIiwicmVmZXJyYWxBcHBQbGF0Zm9ybSI6IldlYiIsInJlZmVycmFsTW9kZSI6InZpZXciLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJNeUZpbGVzTGlua0RpcmVjdCJ9fQ&ga=1


Thank you to Our Partners



Thank you!

Questions?



Objectives

As a result of participating in this meeting, attendees will:

• Be familiar with the landscape of school discipline in Ohio

• Understand the impacts of school discipline on Ohio’s youth

• Be aware of strategies to reduce exclusionary discipline and 
promote student belonging
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Poll Question
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Ohio Alliance updates
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2024 Quarterly Meetings
Register for the Ohio Alliance Quarterly Meetings:

• Thursday, December 5, 12-1
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Bimonthly SBHC Learning Community

Register for the Ohio Alliance bimonthly 
learning community virtual meetings. 

Registration is limited to community school-based health care providers and 
education partners
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Next meeting held on 
Thursday, October 3rd, 
from 7am to 8:30am 



Ohio Alliance 
Regional 
Coordinator 
Program
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Ohio Alliance Regional 
Coordinators
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Become a member of the 
Ohio Alliance 
Gain access to membership benefits including: 
• Policy, advocacy, and funding 
• Professional development and capacity building 
• Priority communications and visibility 

To learn more about Ohio Alliance membership visit 

www.surveymonkey.com/r/OhioAllianceMembership 
or scan this QR code: 



Connect with the Ohio Alliance

Sign up for news 
and updates
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http://eepurl.com/h_D7HX

http://eepurl.com/h_D7HX


Follow us on social media! 
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