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Quarterly meeting
School-based health care 

policy and budget updates

Thursday, March 6, 2025
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Welcome & Overview
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Agenda

▪  Welcome & Overview

▪  School-based health center funding

▪  Oral health services

▪  OhioSEE program and vision services

▪  School and education policy

▪  Community health centers and Medicaid
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Ohio Alliance team

Reem Aly, JD, MHA, 
Executive Director

Katherine Bissett, BSN, RN
Director of School-Based 
Health Care Initiatives

Rachael Schilling, PhD
Program Manager

Nora Lyons, BA
Operations Manager
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Ohio School-Based Health 
Alliance “Ohio Alliance”
The Ohio Alliance is the only nonpartisan, statewide organization created to advance 

and support the sustainability and expansion of school-based health care.

Our mission is to improve access to comprehensive, integrated health 

services through school-based health care to advance equity and improve 

health and education outcomes for students, their families, and 

communities.
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Ohio Alliance areas of focus
Capacity building through state and 
regional networks, learning communities, 
technical assistance, guidance, and 
resources

Policy transformation to support and 
accelerate opportunities that strengthen 
Ohio’s school-based health care 
infrastructure

Data tracking and evaluation of school-
based health care initiatives to inform 
policy and evaluate impact
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Meeting objectives

▪Be aware of key partners supporting school-
based health policy and budget issues

▪Understand the school-based health care policy 
and budget landscape

▪Be informed on key school-based health care 
issues in the state SFY 26-27 budget
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Zoom participation
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Introduce yourself

Share in the chat box:
▪ Name
▪ Organization
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School-based health center funding

Reem Aly 
Executive Director
Ohio School-Based Health Alliance
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SFY 26-27 budget

School-based health centers
SFY 26: $10 million

SFY 27: $10 million

Total: $20 million

To be used by Ohio Department of Health (ODH), in consultation with the Department of 
Education and Workforce (DEW), to support school-based health centers in high-need 
counties, as determined by the departments.

Ohio Alliance
Allocation of funding for development of a statewide SBHC data hub
Ask: $1 million
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SBHC 101 Toolkit

https://www.osbha.com/sbhctoolkit101



Copyright @ 2025 Ohio School-Based Health Alliance. All rights reserved.Copyright @ 2025 Ohio School-Based Health Alliance. All rights reserved.

Oral health services

Marla Morse 
Executive Director
Oral Health Ohio



An initiative of The HealthPath Foundation

Governor DeWine’s Executive Budget Proposal
SFY 2026-2027 

Oral Health 



Children’s Dental Services

New Funding $3M/fiscal year 

Will provide screenings, preventive care, and treatment

Mobile and/or portable dental services to 9 underserved counties:  

Clinton, Crawford, Gallia, Highland, Hocking, Monroe, Noble, 

Paulding, and Washington 

ODH will collaborate with local communities to better understand their needs regarding 

services and ensure that services are not redundant or replace existing ones

ODH has clarified that dental services to the 9 HPSAs counties will 
only be provided by dentists and dental hygienists.  They are not 
advocating for any new type of dental professional (dental 
therapy) as part of their budget proposal. 



Children’s Access to Vision and Dental Services

New Funding $2M/biennium 

Allows the Medicaid Director to transfer Up To $2 million to 

support public health programs for increasing children’s access to 

dental care



School-Based Health Centers 

Increase in Funding over 
Previous Budget

$10M /fiscal year 

23 new SBHCs

9 SBHCs – Expanded services 

April 1 - December 31, 2024

• Over 17,000 students
• 27 counties
• 49 school districts
• 33,646 services



Ohio Primary Care Workforce Initiative (OPCWI)

Increase in Funding over 
Previous Budget

$7M /over biennium 

Trains future healthcare providers in FQHC s



Ohio State Dental Board

Increase in Funding over 
Previous Budget 

14.5% in 2026

4% in 2027

To strengthen regulatory framework governing dental practice in Ohio

OHO is currently engaged with the dental board regarding operation of 
Mobile Dental Facilities at school sites and teledentistry  

Doubles the fees for dental x-ray tubes (used to generate the X-ray 
beams that create images of teeth/jawbone)



Dentist and Dental Hygienist Loan Repayment 

No Change in Funding Over 
the Previous Budget 

$270,000/fiscal year 
 DENTIST

$100,000/fiscal year 
 DENTAL HYGIENIST

To attract & retain dental professionals in underserved areas
To attract & retain dental professionals caring for individuals with a disability.



An initiative of The HealthPath Foundation
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OhioSEE program and vision services

Steve Dorman 
Chief Operating Officer
Ohio Optometric Foundation

Angie Hartman 
Chief Operating Officer
Sr. Director, School Based Health & 
Vision Services
The HealthCare Connection
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School and education policy

Scarlett Bouder 
Co-founder and President
Advocacy & Communication Solutions



ARIZONA      OHIO     WASHINGTON, DC     WWW.ADVOCACYANDCOMMUNICATION.ORG

242424

State Budget Briefing

March 6, 2025

Scarlett Bouder, President & Co-Founder
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1. Years 5 and 6 of Fair School funding 

2. No school funding “inputs”: adjustments for 
inflation

3. Reduction of school funding floor: 37% overall 
average and low as >10%

4. Superintendent flexibility on teacher placement

5. No use of rainy-day fund

Executive Budget Proposal
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• Multiple pieces of legislation that vary in approach

• Adjustments for increases in property valuation

• Traditional modifications related to seniors with 

hold harmless provisions for public entities

• Additional proposals expand social populations to 

veterans; disabled but have not been passed and 

none hold public entities harmless

• Senate Bill 3: Proposed statewide 2.75% flat 

income tax

Property Tax Reform & Income Tax Proposal
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• Phase in of Years 5 (83%) and 6 (100%) of the 6-year Fair 
School Funding Plan

• Does not include adjustments for inflation (‘inputs’)
• Reduces temporary transitional aid guarantee, formula 

transition supplement, and transportation guarantee to 95% 
of current levels in FY26 and 90% in FY27

• Requires each district that was required to submit a reading 

achievement improvement plan to spend at least 50% of its 

DPIA funding on intervention and professional development 

in the Science of Reading and evidence-based strategies

• Requires all other districts to spend at least 25% of its DPIA 

funding on those initiatives. 

School Funding
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• No mention in the  Executive Budget

• Likely to see proposed language from the 

House that:

• Offers complete universal eligibility 

• Continued facilities support 

• Does not address accountability

• Weakens control of school facilities

Vouchers
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• Existing law requires school district to offer the 

sale of unused buildings after one school year 

to charter schools at market value. 

• The Governor’s Executive Budget builds on 

existing law and suggests that:

• Offer the sale of underenrolled buildings 

(defined as 60%) to charter schools in and 

outside of the district footprint;

• Forced to hand over school buildings at 

rates below market value characterized as 

“use value.”

School Facilities
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• Provide daily transportation to public and 

charter/non-public school students, regardless of 

public-school’s annual and daily calendar

• 30-minute rule

• Operating costs exceed State reimbursement 

rates

• Non-compliance for 5 consecutive days or 10 days 

in a school year, the State deducts payments for 

each day as due process is considered

Transportation
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• Repeals the provision that exempts districts with chronic 

absenteeism rates of > 5% from the requirement to assign 

habitually truant students to absence intervention team

• Refines "chronically absent”: missing at least 10% of the 

minimum number of hours required in the school year

• Requires districts by August 1, 2026, to adopt a policy to 

address student absences, which must be conducted in 

consultation with the applicable juvenile court, parents, and 

appropriate state and local agencies. 

Absenteeism
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• Requires DEW by June 30, 2026, to adopt a diagnostic 

assessment for each of grades K-3 in reading and math, 

rather than grades 1-2 in reading, writing, and math. 

• Requires districts to administer those diagnostic 

assessments beginning in the 2026-27 school year.

• Eliminates the ability for districts to choose from DEW 

approved diagnostic assessments when administering 

diagnostic assessments

• Eliminates the current law authority for schools not to 

administer the grades 1-2 writing/math diagnostics and 

grade three writing diagnostic assessment. 

Literacy
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• Removes the current law exemption from the K-3 

assessment requirements for students with significant 

cognitive disabilities or other disabilities as authorized by 

DEW on a case-by-case basis.

• Requires the reading skills assessment for kindergarten 

students to be completed by September 30, rather than by 

the 20th day of instruction. 

• Requires the reading diagnostic assessment to be designed 

to measure student comprehension of foundational reading 

skills aligned to the Science of Reading.

Literacy
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Third grade reading Guarantee

• Permits the mandated high-dosage tutoring for students on 

a RIMP to be incorporated into a student's regular 

classroom instruction. 

• Specifies that high-dosage tutoring for students on a RIMP 

need not be “additional” instructional time and can instead 

be incorporated into a student’s regular classroom 

instruction. 

Literacy
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• Prohibits the superintendent from using seniority or 

continuing contract status as the primary factor in 

determining the teacher's assignment when assigning, 

reassigning, or transferring a teacher, whether voluntary or 

involuntary on the part of the teacher.

• Requires all teachers, administrators, school psychologists, 

and speech-language pathologists to complete training in 

the Science of Reading.

• Eliminates the Resident Educator Summative Assessment, 

and eliminates all video-based elements of the Resident 

Educator Program.

Educators
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• Requires districts to create a career plan – in addition to the 

currently required graduation plan for every high school 

student

• Specifies that the graduation and career plan must identify 

post-graduation career goals and align the student’s 

experiences to those goals

• Requires the graduation and career plan to be developed 

with a representative of an organization the district or 

school partners with for career planning and advising 

supports

College & Career Prep
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• Requires a student’s graduation and career plan align to any 

student success plan developed for that student

• Requires DEW, in consultation with the Governor's Office of 

Workforce Transformation, to develop a career pathways 

resource for students

• Requires districts to distribute the resource to all students in 

grades six to twelve at least annually and in the manner 

prescribed by DEW

• Requires all districts to provide career-technical 
education to students enrolled in grades seven and 
eight, beginning with the 2026-27 school year

College & Career Prep
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March 4-5th: House Education Budget Hearings 

March 11-12th: TBD Budget Hearings 

March 14th:  Amendments due

March 17th: Amendment work

March 25-26th: House Finance Budget testimony

April 1st: Substitute budget bill

April 8th: Omnibus bill

April 9th: House floor vote

State Operating Budget: House
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April 9th: House floor vote & referral to Senate

April 14th:  Budget Hearings

April 21st: Easter Holiday 

April 28th: Budget Hearings

May: Continued Budget Hearings

May 30th: Holiday Break

June: Conference Committee work

June 30th: Governor signature

State Operating Budget: Senate
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March - April  

• Statehouse Meetings with House members

• Calls/emails to House members

• Testimony in House (April 26th)

May - June

• Statehouse Meetings with Senate members

• Calls/emails to Senate members

• Senate Testimony (May)

State Operating Budget-Action Steps
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• Elimination: 60 votes  or 50 votes through reconciliation

• Disband: Returning Education to Our States Act (S.5384)

• Senator Mike Rounds (R- South Dakota)

• Student Loans: Treasury Department

• IDEA and Special Education: Health & Human Services

• Career Tech Ed: Department of Labor

• Civil Rights: Department of Justice 

• Title I and perhaps other programs back to States

US Dept of Education
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Scarlett Bouder, President & Co-Founder

scarlett@advocacyandcommunication.org

Lori McClung, CEO & Co-Founder

lori@advocacyandcommunication.org

42

mailto:scarlett@advocacyandcommunication.org
mailto:lori@advocacyandcommunication.org


Copyright @ 2025 Ohio School-Based Health Alliance. All rights reserved.Copyright @ 2025 Ohio School-Based Health Alliance. All rights reserved.

Community health centers and Medicaid

Kelly Carey 
Director of Policy and Public Affairs
Ohio Association of Community Health Centers



Questions?
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Next meeting:
June 5, 2025, 12-1p

Copyright @ 2025 Ohio School-Based Health Alliance. All rights reserved.



Copyright @ 2025 Ohio School-Based Health Alliance. All rights reserved.

Poll question
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Meeting objectives

▪Be aware of key partners supporting school-
based health policy and budget issues

▪Understand the school-based health care policy 
and budget landscape

▪Be informed on key school-based health care 
issues in the state SFY 26-27 budget
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Ohio Alliance meetings

Register for the Ohio Alliance bimonthly 
learning community virtual meetings
Registration is limited to community school-based health care providers 
and education partners
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Join the Ohio Alliance’s mailing list to receive 
news and updates
http://eepurl.com/h_D7HX
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Get connected! 

http://eepurl.com/h_D7HX
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Amplify school-based health care by using the 
hashtags #OhioSBHC25, #SBHCimpact and 
#OhioSBHCs
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Follow us on social media
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