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Healthy kids learn better

Ohio Alliance
All-partner meeting

Thursday, September 10, 2026
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Ohio School-Based Health
Alliance "Ohio Alliance”

The Ohio Alliance is the only nonpartisan, statewide organization created to advance
and support the sustainability and expansion of school-based health care.

Our mission is to improve access to comprehensive, integrated health
services through school-based health care to advance equity and improve
health and education outcomes for students, their families, and
communities.
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Ohio Alliance areas of focus

G Capacity building through state and
;@: regional networks, learning communities,
technical assistance, guidance, and

resources

g Policy transformation to support and
aO8a accelerate opportunities that strengthen
Ohio’s school-based health care
infrastructure

Data tracking and evaluation of school-
based health care initiatives to inform
policy and evaluate impact
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Ohio Alliance team

Reem Aly, JD, MHA, Katherine Bissett, BSN, RN Rachael Schilling, PhD Silaka Lugo, BS
Executive Director Director of Initiatives Senior Program & Research Operations Manager
Manager
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Meeting objectives

» Understand the implementation of Ohio’s
Medicaid School Program (MSP) expansion

» Review the upcoming policy landscape and
key developments that may impact school-
based health care

» Receive updates on Ohio Alliance priorities
and initiatives
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Partner spotlight
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Brittany Miracle, BSW, MPA

Medicaid School Program Administrator, Ohio’s Department of

Medicaid
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Department of
Medicaid

There are 1.6 million students
in Ohio who attend a public
school district or a community
charter) school.

More than 700,000 of Ohio’s
students are enrolled in
Medicaid.



Ohio Healthy Students Profile

Academic
Outcomes

Kindergarten
readiness

Attendance

Reading, math
proficiency

On-time
graduation

‘Bﬁ[o'l Department of
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Health
Outcomes

Behavioral
health
Chronic health
conditions
Vision and
dental care

Well Child Visits

Medicaid-

Chronic
absenteeism

Kindergarten
readiness

English Language
Arts proficiency
Mathematics
proficiency
Disciplinary
actions per 100
students
On-time
graduation

Enrolled
Students

37.7%
21.2%
46%
36.9%
41.2

78.9%

16.5%
49.7%
71%

61.9%
13.2%

92%
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https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/School-Wellness/Healthy-Students-Profiles

Ohio Healthy Students Profiles

Ohio’s Students Enrolled in
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t@‘{l Department of School Enrollment  m Students Enrolled in Medicaid
‘“,,/ rm Medicaid

Annual Comprehensive Well-Child
Checkup, 2023-2024 school year

m Received well checkup m Did not receive well checkup

Annual Dental Visit, 2023-2024 School year

m Did receive a dental care visit m Did NOT recevie a dental care visit


https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/School-Wellness/Healthy-Students-Profiles

Ohio Healthy Students Profile

Medicaid-Enrolled Students with Behavioral
Health DiagnOSiS, 2023-2024 Serious Emotional

Disturbance (SED)

Attention
Deficit/Hyper-Activity
Disorder

B Percent with a diagnosis m Percent without a diagnosis Depression
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https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/School-Wellness/Healthy-Students-Profiles

COMMUNITY
PROVIDERS

SCHOOL-BASED
MEDICAID

MEDICAID SCHOOL F -
PROGRAM AND \‘/
OTHER SCHOOL &
HEALTH DELIVERY
MODELS

I
SCHOOL HEALTH SCHOOL-BASED
PROFESSIONS / ¢ » \ HEALTH CENTERS
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Ohio’s Medicaid School Program

87% of Ohio’s school districts
participate in the Medicaid school
program!
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MSP is administered by the Ohio
Department of Medicaid and is
authorized by the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid.

Districts receive reimbursement for the
federal share of Medicaid funding. The
districts are responsible for paying the
state share with local, state or
philanthropic dollars (including
Student Wellness and Success funds!)



Ohio’s Medicaid School Program

The Medicaid School Program (MSP) allows local educational agencies (LEAs), community schools, and
state schools for the blind and deaf to seek reimbursement for Medicaid eligible services provided to
students who have services documented in a plan of care when the student’s disability is impacting
their academic achievement or regular school attendance.

Eligible Services

Occupational Physical O& @
Therapy @ Therapy Speech | ; Audiology @

< >

. Behavioral .
Nursing % Health Transportation FOE_EQ
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MSP’s Impact on Students with Disabilities

1,827,042 85,568 $143,771,801

Services Rendered Students Served Dollars Reimbursed

Gender Age Range

el | - o= 2o 05 I <2250
— Age6-13 [ : 245,75
age 14-13 [ 145,053

Unknown 17 Age 15-20 | 9,258

Race County Type

e N - - roer I 7 >
Black _ 375,355 Suburban _ 257,707
Other [ 24,367 rural || 257452

Unknown - 200,254 Appalachian _ 354,556
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What’s the MSP Process?

JSchool district enrolls as a Medicaid provider and contracts with a third-party
billing agent.

JSchool district selects an MSP Coordinator to serve as the point-of-contact for ODM,
DEW, RMTS and providers.

dSchool district follows the prescribed process and timeline by IDEA to develop a
student’s IEP. The district will write appropriate services and goals into the IEP or
School Services Plan of Care based on medical necessity.

dSchool district obtains parent permission to bill Medicaid.

* District must receive one-time written permission to bill the student’s insurance
(Medicaid) and provide written notice annually. Additionally, the district must obtain
written permission every time a student enrolls in the district.

@ml Department of
vz Medicaid



What’s the MSP Process? (cont.)

Providers deliver services according to the IEP and document accordingly.
Claims will be submitted by the district’s third-party billing agent.

Districts will receive monthly reimbursement for the claims submitted (this is called
interim claiming).

dThroughout the school year, MSP providers will receive moments to complete for
the Random Moment Time Study (RMTS).

Districts submit a cost report and receive a final settlement.

@ml Department of
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Updates to the Medicaid School Program

Implement the School Update benefits package Allow for some public
Services Plan of Care to to include additional health services to be
serve a broader group of physical and behavioral available to all students
students with disabilities health services enrolled in Medicaid,

with or without a plan of
care

]
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School Services Plan of Care

A standardized and timebound template
developed and maintained by the Ohio
Department of Medicaid to be used by the MSP
provider. The school services plan of care serves
as documentation of the services an eligible child
will receive as part of the Medicaid school
program to address an eligible child's physical,
mental, or behavioral health needs that inhibit the
eligible child's academic performance or regular
school attendance.

- Demographic page
- Signature page
- Alternative documentation page OR

Documentation of Medical Necessity
Questionnaire

@ml Department of
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Alternative documentation:

" | Absence Intervention Plan

__| Behavioral Intervention plan

[] Safety Plan

| mental health treatment plan from a school or community provider

__ | Individualized Health Plan (IHP)

__| child and Family Centered Plan (CANS)
" | Seizure Action Plan

| 504 plan

__| Occupational therapy plan of care

__| physical therapy plan of care

| Nursing Care Plan
__| Asthma Management Plan

|| Diabetes Management Plan




MSP Services for Students Without a Plan of Care

 OAC5160-35-07

Physical, mental, and behavioral health screenings recognized as valid and within
scope of practice to identify eligible children who may be at risk of experiencing
physical, mental, or behavioral health conditions, and refer for services as
appropriate.

Administration of medication prescribed by a Medicaid authorized prescriber.
Contacting the prescribing or ordering providers about prescription or treatment
orders.

Consultation with parents and providers regarding a physical, mental, or
behavioral health condition or diagnosis.

Administration of the children and adolescent strengths and needs (CANS)
assessment for children who have not had a CANS assessment previously
completed.

Direct service activities to address tobacco prevention, cessation, and vaping.
Screening, brief intervention, referral, and treatment (SBIRT).

» School districts must obtain parental permission to bill

Department of

Medicaid


https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-5160-35-07
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-5160-35-07
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-5160-35-07
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-5160-35-07
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-5160-35-07
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-5160-35-07

Parental Permission to Bill Medicaid

v'The MSP providers are responsible for obtaining parental
permission to bill Medicaid before seeking reimbursement
from Medicaid for a service provided to an eligible child.

v'Parental consent must be obtained to seek access to
public health information, including Medicaid eligibility,

and must be obtained to bill public health insurance for o DAPENTAL
services provided. =

v A notification of continued access to public health =
insurance must be sent annually to the parent. o CONSENT

v'Parents have the right to revoke consent at any time.
v'School districts are obligated to provide services to

students through Free and Appropriate Public Education
(FAPE), regardless of the parental consent status.

v"MSP services do not take a way from services a student
can receive in the community.

@ml Department of
vz Medicaid



Actions you can take today:

v Think about what you are already doing
that you could bill for. You don’t have to
doitall at once.

v Think through your district's process for
obtaining parental permission to bill
Medicaid for students without an IEP.

v Ensure any provider you want to bill for is
on the RMTS.

v Ask how your district is utilizing Student
Wellness and Success Funds.

‘Bﬁ[o'l Department of
vz Medicaid
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Resources

- Ohio Administrative Code for MSP (5160-35)

- ODM’s MSP Webpage
* School Services Plan of Care Form

* School Services Plan of Care Guidance

* MSP Services Beginning Jan. 1, 2026

* MSP Training framework

* Ohio MSP Third Party Billing Agent Contact Information
* MSP Billing Guidance

* Becoming an MSP Provider

* RMTS Training for Direct Service Participants

@ml Department of
vz Medicaid


https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/chapter-5160-35
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/chapter-5160-35
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/chapter-5160-35
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/chapter-5160-35
https://medicaid.ohio.gov/families-and-individuals/citizen-programs-and-initiatives/msp
https://medicaid.ohio.gov/families-and-individuals/citizen-programs-and-initiatives/msp
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/medicaid.ohio.gov/Resources/Publications/Forms/ODM10399Fillx.pdf
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/medicaid.ohio.gov/Resources/Publications/Forms/ODM10399Fillx.pdf
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/medicaid.ohio.gov/Resources/Publications/Guidance/MSP/School_Services_Plan_of_Care_Guidance.pdf
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/medicaid.ohio.gov/Resources/Publications/Guidance/MSP/School_Services_Plan_of_Care_Guidance.pdf
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/raw/upload/medicaid.ohio.gov/Resources/Publications/Forms/MSP_Services_Beginning_Jan._1_2026.xlsx
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/raw/upload/medicaid.ohio.gov/Resources/Publications/Forms/MSP_Services_Beginning_Jan._1_2026.xlsx
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/medicaid.ohio.gov/Families%2C%20Individuals/Initiatives/MISP/MSP_training_framework.pdf
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/medicaid.ohio.gov/Families%2C%20Individuals/Initiatives/MISP/MSP_training_framework.pdf
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/medicaid.ohio.gov/Families%2C%20Individuals/Initiatives/MISP/MSP_Third_Party_Billing_Agents.pdf
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/medicaid.ohio.gov/Families%2C%20Individuals/Initiatives/MISP/MSP_Third_Party_Billing_Agents.pdf
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/medicaid.ohio.gov/Families%2C%20Individuals/Initiatives/MISP/MSP_Billing_Guidance_Feb._2025.pdf
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/medicaid.ohio.gov/Families%2C%20Individuals/Initiatives/MISP/MSP_Billing_Guidance_Feb._2025.pdf
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/medicaid.ohio.gov/Families%2C%20Individuals/Initiatives/MISP/Steps_to_become_an_MSP_provider.pdf
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/medicaid.ohio.gov/Families%2C%20Individuals/Initiatives/MISP/Steps_to_become_an_MSP_provider.pdf
https://register.gotowebinar.com/recording/5418903929937387267
https://register.gotowebinar.com/recording/5418903929937387267

Contact and Connect

MedicaidSchoolPrograms@Medicaid.Ohio.Gov
4 :

Medicaid School Program Webpage

AN
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Delivery emails

‘4 Subscribe to Medicaid School Program Gov
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mailto:MedicaidSchoolPrograms@Medicaid.Ohio.Gov
https://medicaid.ohio.gov/families-and-individuals/citizen-programs-and-initiatives/msp
https://medicaid.ohio.gov/home/govdelivery-subscribe

Policy updates
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Rural Health Transformation Program

School-Based Health Center (issued 6/11/2026; closed)

* Planning for a new SBHC in or next to a school where one
does not currently operate

* Start-up funds to open a new SBHC

 Support for operational and expansion projects to existing
sites

Award amount: $50,000 - $4,070,000; up to 25 awards

Copyright @ 2026 Ohio School-Based Health Alliance. All rights reserved.



Rural Health Transformation Program

OhioSEE (issued 7/31/2026; closed)

Support efforts to reduce vision referral gaps and expand access to
comprehensive eye exams for students in rural communities. Funded
strategies may include school partnerships, mobile service delivery, and

care coordination.
Award amount: $25,000,000; multiple awards

OhioDENTAL (issued 7/30/2026; closed)
Improve oral health outcomes by increasing access to comprehensive
dental services for children in underserved communities through mobile

and portable dental.
Award amount: $14,868,000.00; up to 20 award(s)

Copyright @ 2026 Ohio School-Based Health Alliance. All rights reserved.



Markee Osborne

VP for Government Relations, High Bridge Consulting
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LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY UPDATE
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2026 ELECTION OUTLOOK

+  Open-seat race: Republican Vivek Ramaswamy faces Democrat Amy Acton following Gov. Mike
DeWine’s term limit.

* Highly competitive: Current polling shows the race extremely close.

* Polling: Recent averages put Ramaswamy and Acton at approximately 47% each, with roughly 5—-6%
undecided/other.

* Key factors: Candidate favorability, turnout, the national political environment will all factor into the
outcome.

* Election Day: November 3, 2026.



WORKING WITH THE NEXT ADMINISTRATION

* Build relationships early with the incoming administration and key agencies, regardless of the
outcome.

« Acton administration: Greater emphasis on health care access, public education and affordability.

- Ramaswamy administration: Greater emphasis on education outcomes, parental choice,
accountability and efficiency.

- Common ground: Student health, attendance, academic outcomes and access to care provide
opportunities for bipartisan engagement.

« Goal: Position school-based health as a practical investment in student and community outcomes.



LEGISLATIVE OUTLOOK

* 136th Ohio General Assembly: January |,2025 — December 31,2026
« Current operating budget: FY 2026-2027
= Lame Duck heavily dependent on Statewide races

=  Sessions scheduled November 10t November |8th, December 2", 9th | 6th and | 7th

= |37t Ohio General Assembly January 1,2027 — December 31,2028

= Convenes: January 2027 following the 2026 election

= Key focus: 2027-28 legislative session will include development of the FY 2028-29 state operating budget

" House and Senate will maintain majorities

" What to watch for is maintaining the “supermajority” to override a Governor’s veto (2/3)



FY 27-28 OPERATING BUDGET

= Fall 2026: State agencies develop and submit budget requests to the Governor/Office of Budget and
Management (OBM).

= January 2027: New Governor and General Assembly take office.
= March 15,2027: Governor must submit the executive operating budget to the General Assembly.
= Spring 2027: House and Senate review, amend and pass the budget.

= Late Spring/Early Summer 2027: House and Senate negotiate final budget language and reach
agreement.

= June 30,2027: Current biennium ends; new budget is expected to be enacted ahead of the July | start of
the new fiscal year.

= July 1,2027: New two-year budget takes effect.



MEDICAID CHANGES AND PRIORITIES

* Federal changes: Eligibility and enrollment changes could create coverage disruptions for some Medicaid
recipients.

*  Ohio implementation: How Ohio implements these changes will be critical to maintaining access for students
and families.

* Maedicaid integrity: Continued focus on fraud, waste and abuse will likely drive greater oversight, program
integrity measures and scrutiny of Medicaid spending.

* School-based services: Continued opportunity to expand Medicaid-covered primary, preventive and behavioral
health services in schools.

*  Funding & reimbursement: Protect and build on Ohio’s $10 million annual investment in school-based health
centers and support sustainable Medicaid reimbursement.



CONTINUED ADVOCACY

*  Build on existing relationships with policymakers and agency leadership.

* Elevate school-based health as a driver of student health and academic success.
- Engage early with the new administration and |37th General Assembly.

*  Pursue opportunities for sustainable funding and program growth.

- Expand awareness of the impact of SBHCs across Ohio communities.

« Strengthen bipartisan support for school-based health initiatives.

* Looking ahead: Position the Association as a key partner in improving outcomes for Ohio students and
families.



Ohio Alliance updates
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New resources
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NEW Ohio Alliance
resource

Ohio SBHC Census Report:
2025-26 school year

update

Available at:
www.osbha.com/sbhc-census

;f, oHo Ohio School-Based Health Center
5;-_- 2025-2026 Census Report
Hanlthy kics laars battr May 2026

What is the Ohio School-Based Health Center Census?

The Ohio School-Based Health Alliance (“Ohio Alliance”) completed the third iteration of a
comprehensive census that provides an inventory of school-based health centers (SBHCs)
across Ohio (hereinafter referred to as the 2025-2026 census). The purpose of the census is
to gather information on the scope, reach, and impact of SBHCs statewide.

This third iteration of the census was enhanced with additional questions to provide a more
complete picture of the state’s evolving school-based health care landscape. Data collected
as part of the 2025-2026 census includes location and operational characteristics of SBHCs,
such as the populations served (e.g., students, families, and/or the broader community),
types of services provided, service delivery models, and key utilization metrics. The Ohio
Alliance plans to conduct the census annually to support ongoing statewide tracking,
planning, infrastructure development, and understanding of Ohio’s school-based health
care landscape.

Methodology

Respondents

Census data were solicited from SBHC provider operators, the healthcare provider

organizations that operate and administer SBHC services on a day-to-day basis. Healthcare

providers were identified as SBHC operators if they: responded to the 2024-2025 school

year census; were identified by the Ohio Alliance;! or were self-reported through the

census as operating a site that meets the following criteria:

#» Provides comprehensive primary care services, including at minimum well care, acute
care, and administration of one or more immunizations

® Operates at least 8 hours a week during the academic year

® Primary care is delivered onsite and in-person in a permanent space?

» Located onaK-12 school campus

Atotal of 38 healthcare providers meeting the criteria above and currently operating Ohio
SBHCs were identified. Of these, 32 responded to the 2025-2026 census resulting in an
8449 response rate. SBHCs that will be opening in the next academic year or that are under
construction are not included in the 2025-2026 census findings. Over the course of the
census, 37 school-based healthcare operators have participated in the census.

t The Ohio Alliance had previously engaged with the healthcare provider regarding SBHC operations,
including through site visits, technical assistance, partnership activities, or operational discussions.

2 other services (i.e, behavioral health, oral, and vision services) may be provided through other school-
based hezlth care delivery modalities.

Copyright @ 2026 Ohio School-Based Health Alliance. All rights reserved. 2
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NEW Ohio Alliance
reso u rce Navigating HIPAA and FERPA in a

school-based health center

Chedgirar This reeasme dom oot oo - o logel deormert or corian bagal edvee. Pioo s oonmal with your legel s on bngel
rrotiors. The Chea: Schocd B Haglth Afancs dosn reot onddorss sny spec®c nserpl brivod o pevicded n ths dhourent

Ik ticn sharirg Betvesen pchood divicty sred S pcbocl-baned haalth =
canter [SEMC) partrar is & critical componert of sy SRHC partrasnkip, To N'I-Elt IS an
Bippeort studkents effectively, tcobood districts snd SEHCs rrast work together
wixoas ot el sokication Sl s ithoses syt whele nanagabng T

. . chutarect Fackiral prvvmcy ke e Faredy Bchucaticonad Faghes ard Priviesy St
[FERPA]) ared thes Haeakh nauwrarss Portibdrty o Acocuntsbabty Set HIPAA),
v I I Exrrgles of sstticors whare TREIC partran may rassd to uncentand snd

rareig e HIPERUA, pred FEFEPA meclhacks

= Shasand Sioriabon ek 15 Supp=ort atlarlar s oF fleme to-adhos]

. [ ]
* Cocediratrsg cars plana ared followup suppart for studenty with madicsl
L wrvid bohavicral health nesesds
# Collshorating on mescicabon scmann® s ion, mmancafon complsnce, or

atregt el bty reieiecl B0 I, 3 PRETT,

o . faridie eIty T8 cosrphiboy ey
Connctireg stcerits Sl Bwrnid s 10 DoMUY NS0T & s na o

n r Uncarmbanchngg Frovs thisie Fackanal lisva el e rtersct withan a0 SBEHC ?&:{:“m?ﬂ! i2h
partrarhip snables TRHCE and school districty to better seres viudenty " o ceal, wod
Sheough srong care coondnetion snd sappors to mpross Fealth, wel e hoalTh pervdoes, an
b, die] desichinns s, Thel picngin go ik @ st esire of weeld a5 cam mordnstion,
FERPA, e HIPRA, ared cotiovin pr seeal 4 dfliemins Wil Cif Graehe pastreds il s, v othe
1 ranagatng Teckeral pr ey leans 1o Teoleie rioirmaiion sharrg and T wpparti. The
ifreregthen cros-secton collabor afton. P Pirdaiind |hig

wefiemed o a0 the SBHC

o D aRze st U i
[ ) What is FERPA? to-clay cperaons of the
FERPA is & focersl law that protects the peivecy of sbudents’ pesonsl SEHC.
® recoeds headd Iy educational agercies or natinaions, as well as

o s e are] sl that comirat, selunbes, of sondult wath
an sdusatssral agidsy that st cartas cordtmrn. FERPA gossimns how and whan FERPA -covsasd

entities collsct. mantain, g, s dncloss vtudent education reconds, FEFA
| # Digfings what shudent aducation nformation & cowvened under the biw
( J [ ] = Prro tacts wtuacken® resconcs Troms beeng shaved with. istemus| on titaes sithout pseemson from s parent

graarchian of & “shgbie stedera” sge T8 or clder ov ereoled 0 & postseccerdery mat mton §efened

B0 s s gtk B8 e~ ssthoneed mirssdual’ |

# Extabbuhas the rights of parsrtafguardes ard slighbls shederts 1o reveawy, fequsil amaendmaenty Bo,
ared wthor e the relesas of & student’s sducabon records
& Ohstlires the reguerernesnts. for wiithen oorsent to discloss education mecced, inchading wheo ey

wirthans dpclosms prd what Fdormegtian mst be incbaded P ooneen

DT o e W] Bl et A iy reerved

Copyright @ 2026 Ohio School-Based Health Alliance. All rights reserved.


http://www.osbha.com/hipaa-ferpa
http://www.osbha.com/hipaa-ferpa
http://www.osbha.com/hipaa-ferpa

NEW Ohio Alliance
resource
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A guide to

family and community engagement in
school-based health centers (SBHCs)

A guide to family and

community engagement in
SBHCs

Available at:

www.osbha.com/family-
community-engagement

School-based health centers (SBHCs) are maore than a model of
healthcare delivery. They are a trusted hub of care and connection
within schools. Many SBHCs provide care not only to students, but
also to families and the broader community. This whelechild approach
recognizes that a child's health is deeply tied to the well-being of the
adults around them.

A hallmark of a strong SBHC is meaningful engagement with the
community it serves. Engaging families and community members as
partners strengthens SBHCs and helps build trust, support, and lasting
impact This resource supports SBHC partners in engaging families and
communities to build responsive, sustainable models of care.

Why does family and community
engagement matter?

In many communities, SBHCs are the primary, and sometimes
anly, peint of access to health care. Because of this important
role, SBHC services and operations must be designed in ways
that reflect the realities, priorities, and needs of the communities
they serve.

Early and ongoing engagement throughout SBHC planning,
implementation, and operations helps SBHC operators and
school districts understand community needs, identify gaps

in care, and shape services that complement existing local
resources. It also builds trust, strengthens relationships, and
increases awareness of available services. When families feel
welcomed, heard, and supported, they are more likely to use an
SBHC and access the care they nesd. Meaningful engagement
also supports an SEHC's long-term sustainakility by driving
utilization, patient satisfaction, and demonstrated value to school
partners and the community.

The following sections highlight best practices and strategies
for integrating family and community engagement into SBHC
planning, staffing, and operations.

2026 Dbk SchaolBased Health Alllance. All rights reserved.

What is an

SBHC?

SBHCs are created
through a partrership
betwesn a schoal
district and a

healthcare provider

to provide acoess

to comprehersive
primary care services

to students on a school
campus. Thess centers
ako often provide
behavioral, oral, and
wision services, as well
as care coordination
and connection to sodal
senvices. The healthcare
provider (also referred
to &5 SBHC operator]
runs the day-to-day
operations of the SBHC.

The SEHC model
recognizes that the
traditional healthcare
systemn in't designed
o reach every child,
particulary children
Ining in undar-
rescurced communities.
By embedding
healthcare senvices

on aschod ampus,
SBHCs remowve barriems
to accessing care such
&s oost, transportation,
and time —keeping
kids healthy, in scheal,
ard setup for success.
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NEW Ohio Alliance
resource

Youth Advisory Councils
and School-Based Health
Centers

Available at:

https://www.osbha.com/
yac-guide

¥ OHIO

]
=

Heathy kids lsarn bettar

Youth Advisory Councils and
School-Based Health Centers

What is a Youth Advisory Council?
A Youth Advisory Council (YAC) iz & diverse group of studenits who partner
with schoolbased health center (SBHC) staff to provide youth voice,
leadership, and lived experience to SBHC deckion-making. YAC members
serve as key informants on the health and wellness needs of their peers, help
shape SBHC programs and services, and lead projects that address barriers to
health, well-being, and access to care within their schools and communities.

Why are YACs important to SBHCs?

Youth are the experts of their own experences and bring unique perspectives
on the health, wellness, and educational reeds of their peers, schools, and
communities. Every young persen, regardless of background, identity, or

lived experience, has the potertial to create meaningful change. By engaging
students as authentic partrers, SBHCs are better equipped to dasign
programs, services, and outreach that are relevart, accessible, and responsive
to youth needs. In turn, students develop Ifelong leadership and advocacy
skills that foster a stronger sense of belonging, dvic engagement, and healthier
school communities.

Hart's Ladder of Youth Participation s a valuable tool that can be used for
intentionally designing and implementing YACs that meaningfully engage
youth.

YALCS can serwe as valuable partners to SBHCs by:
Providing youth woice and feedback to inform decisien-making on SBHC
programs, services, policies, and outreach
Promoting awarensss of the SBHC within the school community and
encouraging peers to access SBHC services
Identifying emerging health corcerns, barrers to care, and unmet student
needs
Designing and leading peerdriven health education, wellness campaigrs,
and adwvocacy initiatives
Advising on SBEHC communication materials, social media presence,
community-facing events, and messaging to ensure they resonate with
their pears
Building trust between students and the SBHC by serving as ambassadors
and peer champions
Supporting recruitrant of diverse student voices to ersure the YAC
reflects the school community
Helping evaluate SBHC pregramming and recommending improvements
based on student feedback

©2024 Ohio Scheol-Based Haalth Alllance. All nghts rasarved.

What is an
SBHC?

SBHCs are an evidencs-
driven strategy that
brings health care to
where our youngest
Crhicans spend most
aof their time — schaol
These certers ara
established through
partnerships batween
schools and community
healthcare providers to
deliver, at a minimum,
comprehensive

primary care services
an school campuses.
SBHCs can also offer
behavioral health, oral
health, vision care,
«care coordination,
social services, and
other wraparound
supports to meset the
needs of students.

The community
healthcare provicer,
also referred to as

the SBHC operator, is
responsible for the day-
to-day eperations and

managemeant of the
SBHC.
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On the horizon
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Thursday, February 4, 2027
Quest Conference Center | Columbus, OH




Learn more at:

www.surveymonkey.com/r/20270
Aconference

Submission closes October 2nd
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Next meeting:
Thursday December 10
12-1p
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Poll question
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Meeting objectives

» Review updates on the implementation of
Ohio’s Medicaid School Program (MSP)

» Understand the upcoming policy landscape
and key developments that may impact
school-based health care

» Receive updates on Ohio Alliance priorities
and initiatives
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Join the conversation

Be sure to use the hashtags #OhioSBHC26 and
#0OhioSBHCs

@OSBHAlliance @OSBHAlliance company/ohioalliance
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Get connected!

Join the Ohio Alliance’s mailing list to receive
news and updates
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http://eepurl.com/h_D7HX
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